1482	INDIAN   MEDICINAL   PLANTS
densely imbricating bracteoles; flowers 2-bracteolate beneath the calyx,
small, white, hermaphrodite or sometimes 1-sexual, m axillary racemes
or panicles, pedicellate; pedicels bracteate at the base. Calyx-tube
adnate to the ovary; lobes 5, persistent, imbricate. Corolla shortly
campanulate; lobes 5, imbricate, rounded, with mflexed tips.
Stamens 5, inserted on the corolla-tube; filaments short. Ovary
partially adnate to the calyx; ovules numerous on a subgloboge
placenta; style short; stigma small, capitate or shortly 3-5-lobed.
Berry globose, of the size of a pepper-corn, usually apiculate by the
persistent style, enclosed in the thickened persistent calyx, many-
seeded. Seeds numerous, albuminous, angular.—Species 105.—
Tropics except America.
M. tnchophlebia Baker is used medicinally in Madagascar; M.
rupescens DC. in South Africa.
1.    Maesa irnlica Wall in Roxb. Fl. Ind, ed. Carey II (1824)
230 in nota.
A large much-branched shrub; twigb slender, glabrous, usually
covered with numerous small lenticels. Leaves 7.5-15 by 3.8-7.5 cm.,
ovate-oblong or elliptic-lanceolate, acute or acuminate, regularly 01
irregularly serrate-dentate, thin, glabrous and shining above, glabrous
or with a few scattered hairs on the nerves beneath, base usually acute;
main nerves 8-10 pairs, conspicuous beneath; petiole 1.3-2.5 cm. long,
glabrous or slightly hairy. Flowers very small faintly fragrant,
numerous, in compound, paniclea, usually glabrous racemes, pedicels
filiform, 1.25-2 mm. long; tract 1 below the pedicel, narrowly ovate,
acute, glabrous; bracteoles 2, about 1.25 mm. long, narrowly ovate,
acute, not ciliate. Calyx 1.5 mm. long, divided rather more than
%-way down; lobes rotund-ovate, obtuse, not or sometimes faintly
ciliate, glabrous on the back, marked with dark lines; tube enlarged
in fruit, enclosing the berry, rugose and obscurely ribbed outside.
Corolla white, 2.5 mm. long, marked with coloured lines, divided
to the middle; lobes rotund-ovate, somewhat abruptly and shortly
contracted at the very base and with slightly crenulate margins,
spreading. Berry globose, creamy white, about 3 mm. diam., covered

